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ORIGINAL DEPARTMENT. 


Communications. 


SECTION OF ANTERIOR TIBIAL NERVE 
FOR NEURALGIA. 


The first section of this nerve recorded, so far 
as we are aware, was made on New Years day 
of the present year, by Dr. James E. Garrertson, 
Wy Philadelphia, under the following circum- 
stances. 

The patient, Samuel Banning, of Kingsessing, 
a soldier in the war of the rebellion, received 
three wounds, one in the shoulder, one through 
the calf of the right leg, the third through the 
right foot, involving the metatarsal bones; this 
last requiring thirteen months in hospital for its 
cure. 

About two years back, pain more or less 
severe was found to be associating itself with a 
sense of exhaustion, which over-exercise always 
reduced in the foot; this pain gradually increased 
until finally it passed up to the knee-joint and 
there settled about the head of the tibia, and on 
the outer aspect of the limbs on the line of the 
peroneal nerve. When first seen by Dr. Garrer- 


ap the patient had been confined to his room 


for eight months, being fully two-thirds of this 
time in a state of dementia, requiring constant 
attendance to prevent the commission of suicide, 
which he would attempt in any manner within 
his command if left for a single hour unguarded. 
The tenderness about the head of the tibia was 
80 excessive that the most limited handling 
would throw him almost immediately into 
spasms ; there was little or no tenderness about 
the foot or lower third of the leg, and no special 
point of pain at any place. 

In the case, six weeks were spent in deciding 
the diagnosis, which finally being determined to 
be a lesion of the anterior tibial nerve, produced 
by some sequences secondary to the wound of 
the foot, Dr. G., with the assistance of Dr, 
Hoover, of Kinsessing, on New Year’s day, opera- 
ted by cutting down on the vessels one and one- 


half inches above the annular ligament, separa- 
ting the nerve from the artery, and removing one 
inch from its continuity. 

Result.—The operation was performed at 11 
A. M.; at 11} the patient fell into a sound sleep, 
which continued until 5 P. M., the first sleep of 
over half an hour duration which he had en- 
joyed for a period of six weeks; from this sleep 
he awoke refreshed, without pain, and in every 
respect, mentally, quite himself. The wound 
which had been approximated to unite by the 
first intention healed thoroughly throughout, 
looking in every respect well for a period of one 
week, at the end of which time it opened and 
assumed an erysipelatous appearance, several 
blebs appearing in its immediate neighborhood ; 
these however yielded at once to an application 
of iron and quinine locally, and to gentle un- 
stimulating poulticing ; the wound, however, con- 
tinued slightly to suppurate, being fully six 
weeks in healing. 

The toes, which, at first, were almost, though 
not quite, deprived of motion gradually, after 
the first few days, recovered themselves, and now 
seem none the worse for the operation. 

The principal discomfort complained of after 

the section was in the ankle-joint, this having 
a constant sore feel, and being weak and unrelix - 
ble; a series of very small cutaneous abscesses, 
of little moment, however, exhibiting the abstrac- 
tion of the wonted nerve supply. 
Of the original pain the patient, however, 
never had one twinge after the section, the ten- 
derness about the knee-joint disappeared in three 
days; the man at this date, three months after 
the operation, is attending to his business ag 
usual, the only complaint being that the foot 
operated on, tires before its fellow. 


A second case of quite as much interest is also 
reported by Dr. Garretson, of section of the in- 
cisive brauches of the superior maxillary nerve, 
where they pass down the wall of the antrum. 
In this case the patient, a lady, wife of an un- 
dertaker, residing on West Market street, had 
been suffering with periodic attacks of pain 
about the head and face. This patient, exceed- 





ingly quiet and retiring,.spent most of her life 
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in sunless rooms surrounded by the melancholy 
parapharnalia pertaining to her husband’s busi- 
ness; she was anemic, and of poor general health 
and spirits. Although this patient had certain 
bad teeth, yet the pain had never seemed associa- 
ted with them; indeed, so insensible were these 
organs to ordinary agents of irritation, that a 
diagnosis had been founded alone on her general 
condition and surroundings and remedies applied 
entirely in such direction. Tonics were admin- 
istered, windows unbowed, exercise and amuse- 
ments conjoined with generous liying were ad- 
vised, but with even this entire change the 
patient failed to improve, but on the contrary 
grew constantly worse. The diagnosis discov- 
ered to be thus at fault, the teeth were extracted, 
. still the condition persisted and the pain in- 
creased. She was now kept under treatment 
over a year, the pharmacopceia being literally ex- 
hausted. “ At this period, in consultation, I made 
a most thorough examination of her system at 
large. The pain had assumed and continued the 
impression of an iron clamp around the head 
terminating at the chin below, and which clamp 
seemed daily contracting itself; the terror and 
pain of this impression had become so great as to 
convert the patient almost into a lunatic. I found 
by inquiry that her internal organs had been 
most carefully examined and inferred not to be 
in fault, my own investigations therefore were 
principally directed externally. First, was there 
any remaining tooth or roots of teeth implicated? 
I examined for dental caries, for pulpitis, for 
nodules, for necrosis, for supernumerary teeth, for 
exposed cementum, but fully assured myself 
that the dental organs were not at fault. I exam- 
ined the spinal cord, and through its expressions 
the encephaloid mass. Organically, the trouble 
was not reflex from these points; I examined 
every articulation, the line of every vessel, so far 
as I might follow them; I passed in review every 
observation and fact which might enlighten me, 
bat without success; finally I returned to the old 
cavity, the teeth, which had been extracted the 
year before, were the molars and premolars of 
the left superior jaw, might there not possibly 
have been left just the smallest particles of one 
of these roots? I was making pressure over the 
canine fossa when the patient made slight com- 
plaint; it was the only point which had*yielded 
difference in sensation; it was not pain of which 
complaint was made—not discomfort, it was sim- 
ply a difference of sensation. What was the mean- 
ing of this? differentially, it was just to infer 
that here existed something, the lesion perhaps 
of which we were in search. Acting on this 





only hint, I obtained the consent of the physi- 
cian in attendance to make an exploratory tre- 
phine into the antrum, and on. performing the 
operation, discovered within the cavity that 
branches running from the intra orbital nerve 
across it had enlarged to the size of an ordinary 
knitting needle; these enlarged nerves, of which 
there were two, I cut away; the patient was im- 
mediately relieved, and although a year has 
passed, she has had no return of the neuralgia, 
at least so far as I am aware, and I have since 
met her upon the streets, looking as rosy and 


fresh as most women.” 
——————— 


A SOLID STETHOSCOPE. 
By Henry N. Avery, M, D., 
Of New York. 


The following simple stethoscope has been used 
by me for some time past, with the most happhy 
results, 

I selected a piece of hard wood twenty inches 
long, cut in the direction of the grain, and two 
inches in diameter. At a point six inches from 
one end I placed a band of iron. Then the long 
end was introduced into a steam chamber. When 
sufficiently steamed, it was divided in the centre 
down to the iron band. The two pieces thus 
separated at a point five inches from the band, 
were bent in the shape of an ordinary stetho- 
scope. Ata point four inches from the band, 4 
second band was secured with a key, so that the 
ear pieces can be contracted or expanded. 

The advantages of this simple stethoscope are, 
that the sound is transmitted through the solid 
wood and continuous fibres more audibly than 
by any other means; and, secondly, the cheap- 
ness at which it can be afforded. , 

The shape and size may be according to indi- 
vidual taste. Some kind of soft wood, for in- 
stance pine, if it can be bent, might answer 4 
better purpose than hard wood. 

—_—_——_—_ + +. ¢ ————- 
Public Charities and Correction of New York. 

Few people are aware probably that nearly 
100,000 persons are now annually subsisted in 
the several institutions under the charge of the 
Commissioners of Public Charities and Correc- 
tion of the City of New York. It is a fact, how- 
ever, that this number amounted, for the year 
1868, to no less than 92,272. Of these, one-half 
(or 46,807) were in the city prisons; more than 
a fifth (or 16,946) in the workhouse, and the re- 
maining. three-tenths or less in various alms 
houses, asylums, hospitals, schools, and in the 
penitentiary. 
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Pennsytvania Hospirat, 
Philadelphia, ” q 


By D. Hayes Acnew, M.D. 


Reported for the Mev. anp Sura. Reporter. 


Amputation of the Forearm. 

Dominick W., zt. 25. This patient was admit- 
ted into the hospital twelve days ago, with a 
serious burn and contusion of the left hand and 
arm, caused by a hot piece of heavy casting fuall- 
ing upon the limb. Although the injury was 
recognized as a very severe one, still it was 
thought best not to amputate at the time, but 
give him the benefit of a hopethat the sloughing 
which was inevitable might not extend to any 
great depth. This case, gentlemen, was one of 
class in which the surgeon is often greatly em- 
rrassed how to act. His great anxiety to save, 
rises above all other considerations. In most in. 
stances no harm comes of such delay, but on the 
contrary good, and so it has proved in the pre- 
sent case, The sloughing has not only laid bare 
the bones of the hand, and opened the wrist-joint, 
but has extended much higher up the arm than 
was supposed, far indeed beyond the apparent 
limits of the original injury. The traumatic 
fever has passed over; suppuration is well estab- 
lished, and the line of demarcation clearly de- 
fined. He is now in a condition to justify the 
removal of the deceased part. The operation 
must be executed in the upper third of the fore- 
arm, and the method shall be by musculo-cuta- 
neous flaps, formed one from the front and the 
other from the back of the limb. In controlling 
\\the bleeding, I purpose using the animal liga- 
ture, cutting off both ends and closing over all 
the wound. The threads which I here exhibit, 
have been prepared by Mr. Beurte, of New 
York, from the peritoneum of the bullock. To 
secure a rapid union of the flaps has been regar- 
ded by a large majority of surgeons as extremely 
desirable, and hence various devices have been 
resorted to, in order to get rid of that obnoxious 
thread, dangling from the corner of the wound. 
Laurence Hennen and others were in the habit 
of cutting off both ends of the thread. Hennen 
believes the suggestion was due to an American, 
The first public announcement of such a practice 
belongs to Haire, of Southminster, in Essex, as 
long ago as 1786. The objection to the plan was 
in consequence of the knots afterward exciting 
suppuration, and making their way to the sur- 
face, Puysicx, in 1814, introduced the animal 





ligature made from chamois leather, and which 
he believed, from its alliance with the tissues, 
would be absorbed; and I remember very well of 
Dr. Jamieson, of Baltimore, a short time before 
his death, saying, he had tied all the accessible 
arteries of the body with this substance, and to 
his perfect satisfaction. 


More recently, acupressure, through the influ- 
ence of Professor Simpson, of Edinburgh, has at- 
tracted a large share of professional notice. 
Whether in this unrest, and search for something 
new, we are apprehending a myth, time and 
careful observation can determine; but this 
much I do know, not one of them renders our 
patients invulnerable against the accidents of 
pyzemia, hemorrhage and erysipelas. A few me- 
tallic sutures are introduced to maintain the 
flaps in opposition, with the addition of some ad- 
hesive strips. Over these a piece of Jint smeared 
with simple cerate, and lastly the application of a 
roller to give increased comfort and security, I 
shall take occasion to speak of the after treat- 
ment at my next clinic. 


Amputation of the Hand above the Wrist. 

Thomas D., wt. 17 years. This young man 
has just been brought into the house, His hand, 
as you see, is torn into shreds, having been 
drawn in between the cogs of two revolving 
wheels. The destruction is complete. There is 
nothing to be done here, but immediate amputa- 
tion. The soft parts appear perfectly sound at 
the w.ist and on the posterior aspect, a short 
distance below. It must not be forgotten, how- 
ever, that the violence inflicted on the hand, a 
part where so many anatomical components con- 
centrate, may seriously implicate the nutrition of 
the limb far beyond the immediate sphere of 
injury. You have just witnessed an amputation 
in which musculo-cataneous flaps were made. We 
will in this case form a covering for the bones, 
by lifting antero-posterior oval flaps of skin, and 
making a circular amission of the muscles, The 
vessels will be tied with the animal ligature. 
Each kind of flap has its champion, and I do not 
commit myself exclusively to any single method. 
If I were to express a preference, it would be for 
the musculo-cutaneous. I think the vitality of 
the skin is seriously imperilled by detaching it 
from the deep fascia through which the blood- 
vessels enter it in great numbers. 

Coxalgia, 

W.C. This lad is 10 years of age; has a 
transparent complexion, lustrous eyes, long eye 
lashes, and unusually intelligent. There is a 
distinct limp in his gait. When he stands he 
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advances the left limb, turning the foot outward. 
He has had for several months wandering pains; 
sometimes in the hip, at other times in different 
portions of the leg. The pain recently has 
become localized in the knee. When the limb is 
forcibly rotated, or impelled against the aceta. 
bulum, severe pain is experienced in the ileo 
femoral articulation. When standing erect you 
will see the buttock on the left side is smaller 
than its fellow, and the abrupt definition between 
the thigh and nates in a great measure oblit- 
erated. He is still able to go about, and does 
not suffer much discomfort. He has, therefore. 
the evidences of what is so generally known as 
hip-joint disease. The disease is evidently in its 
incipiency, and the present group of phenomena 
due to intra-articular effusion. If the inflamma- 
tion producing this effusion results from tuber- 
culous deposit in the bone, the case will be pro- 
tracted. In assuming the treatment of such a 
case, let there always be a fair understanding 
It is too often the case that the parents or friends 
of the patient become wearied and disgusted 
with the tedious progress of the disease, and are 
induced to abandon the course laid down for its 
conduct? What shall be done for this boy? 
Some would say, apply a Davis splint, and allow 
him to move about. I cannot concur in this. I 
am satisfied that the recumbent posture, with 
extension, applied just as we treat fractures of 
of the thigh, fulfils the indications ,in view. 
We want absolute rest for the joint. In no 
other way can it be obtained. Small blisters 
may be applied, from time to time, over different 
portions of the articulation. The bowels should 
be kept free, and a nutritious, but not a stimu- 
lating diet allowed. If there be much pain, a 
hypodermic injection of morphia may be em- 
ployed, with proper discrimination. It should 
not be resorted to on every occasion, but reserved 
for urgencies. This course may be maintained, 
until the active symptoms pass over. It may be 
for six weeks; or, it may be for six months. 
And after this a Davis splint may be applied, 
and a certain degree of liberty allowed. You 
will, I think, by such a course have the satisfac- 
tion of often saving a joint. 


a rd 


The Swiney prize of a silver goblet of the 
value of £100, with gold coin in it to the same 
amount, has been unanimously awarded by the 
judges from the Society of Arts and the College 
of Physicians of London, to Dr. Guy, of King’s 
College, for his well known treatise on the Prin- 
ciples of Forensic Medicine. 
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Medical Societies. 


MEDICAL SOCIETY OF GEORGIA. 


The following action was taken by this Society 
in the case of Dr. J. J. Wartna at its meeting 


Oct. 14, 1868. 

“Whereas, At a meeting of the Georgia Med’s 
cal Society, held on Wednesday, Oct. 7th, 1868, 
a resolution was passed by over two-thirds of the 
members present, to wit: That the presence of 
Dr. James J. Wartne being detrimental to the 
interests of this Society, he is hereby requested 
to tender his resignation on or before the next 
regular meeting of the same; and 

Whereas, The said Dr. J. J. Wartno has de- 
clined to comply with said request; and 

Whereas, At a meeting of the Georgia Medical 
Society, held on the 2d of September, 1868, and 
again at a meeting of the same held on the 30th 
of September, 1868, he, the said Dr. J. J. Warina, 
did behave discourteously to the Society, and i 
such a manner as would render him ineligible t 
membership, and has rendered himself obnoxious 
to two-thirds of the members of the Society ; be it 

Resolved, That at the meeting of this Society 
to be held on the 18th of November, 1868, the 
Georgia Medical Society will for the foregoing 
reasons, vote upon expelling Dr. James J. War- 
ina from the membership of the Society. Pro- 
vided, however, that the said Dr. J. J. Warne 
he permitted to resign at any time before that 
date. 


EpITroRIAL DEPARTMENT. 
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Alcoholic Stimulation in Disease. 

Dr. W. T. Garroner, in a recent number of — 
the Glasgow Med. Journal, concludes an able ar- 
ticle on this topic with the following inferences. 

1. The importance of proper nourishment and 
sustenance in febrile cases is very great, and no- 
thing can be worse than the old, and now happily 
exploded system of depletion and starvation. But 
it is not less an error to conceive of alcoholic 
stimulation as a proper substitute, in such cases, 
for ordinary food. Milk is the normal food of 
most persons in acute disease, and there are very 
few persons, even in severe fevers, who cannot 
receive it to the full extent of their powers of 
assimilation; but most of the other simpler 
elements of an ordinary diet may be employed 
with advantage in particular cases. Beef-tea 
(so much favored by Dr. Topp, in conjanc- 
tion with alcohol) is of very inferior nutritive 
value, and therefore of altogether secondary im- 
portance to milk; and further, beef-tea very often 
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disagrees with the stomach when milk and fari- 
nacea can be freely taken. In enteric cases beef- 
tea has been found occasionally to increase the 
diarrhoea, and it is usually to be avoided or very 
cautiously given on that account. 

2. The proper mode of administering food in 
cases of febrile disease is to imitate as closely as 
the condition of the patient admits, the usual 
practice in health; and most patients, even in 
severe fevers, retain so much of the habits and 
functions of health as to enable them to digest 
a good deal of simple food, conveyed into the 
stomach at proper intervals, and with sufficient 
intervals of rest to allow of the return of the de 
sire for food in some degree before again giving 
it. To give brandy and beef-tea every hour or 
half-hour, and to continue this practice for days 
and nights together, even wakening up the pa- 
tient (as is recommended by Dr. Topp) in order 

give him his food and stimulant, is the surest 
of all ways to destroy whatever remains of natu- 
ral apretite, and to derange altogether the al. 
ready much weakened function of assimilation. 
In a few almost desperate cases, where the power 
of swallowing is nearly lost, it may be advisable 
to give food at much more frequent intervals 
during waking hours than in other cases; but 
rarely, if ever, to disturb the patient when 
asleep. 

3. The proper use of alcoholic stimulants in 
eases of acute disease is nearly the same as in 
other cases, or in comparative health, viz., to 
quicken and develope the appetite for real food, 
and the power of assimilating it. The proper 
and normal time, therefore, for giving these 
stimulants in fevers is along with the food—i. e., 
at the regular meal times, and not during the 
Sntervals; except in cases where the nervous 
system is much disordered, and where a mode- 
rate dose of the stronger stimulants may some- 
times be of great use in procuring sleep. 

4. The proper dose of alcoholic stimulant, and 
also the proper kind of stimulant to give in each 
case, is subject to considerations derived much 
more from the age, sex, and previous habits of 
the patient than from the severity or character of 
the fever. It is an error to suppose that patients 
affected with very severe symptoms of acute dis- 
ease are capable of tolerating indefinitely greater 
amounts of alcoholic liquors than can be given in 
milder cases, or to the same persons in health. 
It is even probable that in some cases the suscep- 
ibility to over-stimulation is greater in fevers 
than it isin health. At all events, it is usually 
practical error to carry stimulation much be- 

yond the line above generally indicated. 
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5. In most cases of young persons, and in very 
many of adults not accustomed to the daily or 
frequent use of alcobolic liquors, these ought 
not to be given in quantity, or even at all, with- 
out the most clear evidence of their being really 
required. The effect of each dose should be care- 
fully watched, and it is almost always safer to 
withdraw the stimulant entirely for a period of 
hours, than to run the risk of over-stimulation. 
It is almost certain, from facts already observed, 
that in young persons the mortali‘y of fevers is 
greatly increased by the continuous administra- 
tion of alcoholic stimulants, even when the more 
striking or obvious symptoms of over-stimulation 
do not become apparent. 

6. The effect of stimulants, moderately and 
judiciously used in certain critical states of acute 
disease is to restore and refresh the patient, to 
favor natural sleep, to lower the rate of the pulse, 
to quicken the appetite, and increase the power 
of assimilating food. The effect of stimulants 
continuously or immoderately given, is to destroy 
the appetite for food, to prodace torpor, to give 
rise to more or less profuse sweating, to dry the 
tongue, to prolong the febrile debility, and to 
protract the crisis. There is reason to think 
that in typhus fever the normal crisis may be 
delayed for several days by the constant adminis- 
tration of brandy, after the manner recommended 
by Dr. Topp. 

7. In the self-limited fevers, in which the phe- 
nomena of the crisis are well known, and the 
course of the disease may be easily defined and 
anticipated, it is usually requisite to be very 
sparing of stimulants in what may be termed 
normal cases, because in these the disease is 
to be recognized as running a definite course; 
while any considerable excess has a tendency to 
convert the case into an abnormal one, and to 
postpone the crisis. It has already been suff- 
ciently indicated that, in the opinion of the au- 
thor of this communication, alcoholic stimulants 
rank with drugs and medicines rather than with 
food. The same minute knowledge of the course 
of fevers which induces a well-educated modern’ 
practitioner to abstain from constantly drugging 
his patient will also, in most cases, lead him to 
abstain from stimulation. And on the whole, it 
may be confidently anticipated, as a result of 
improved consideration given to the subject, that 
the profuse and continuous administration of al- 
coholic stimulants, with a view to alimentation 
in acute disease, will ere long be abandoned as 
inconsistent with an enlightened physiology and 
asound practice. While stimulants will continue 
to be prescribed to the sick, on the same princi- 
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ples and for the same ends as causes them fre- 
quently to be taken with refreshing and beneficial 
‘results in comparative health, their function in 
acute disease will more and more come to be re- 
cognized as a strictly limited one; so that contin- 
uous administration of them, or administration 
carried up to such doses as twenty-four, thirty 
tix, or forty-eight ounces in the twenty-four 
hours, will be abandoned as involving an error 
of principle, and a serious danger to life in ac- 
tual practice. 

8. A subordinate, though still very important 
consideration, bearing upon such profuse and 
continuous stimulation as is above referred to, is 
that such liberal doses of wine and spirits given 
habitually under medical advice, tend to give a 
wrong bias to public opinion, and (even apart 
from the grave moral consequences arising from 
the abuses of alcoholic liquors) to involve the 
whole medical practice of the country in a system 
of unnecessary, and therefore wasteful expendi- 
ture. It is as nearly as possible a demonstrated 
fact, that much of what is spent in wines and 
spirits for the sick in hospitals (and therefore 
probably also in private practice) is unnecessa- 
rily, if not injuriously spent. Typhus fever, as 
it occurs in Glasgow, almost always among the 
poor, and often among the most ill-nourished, 
debilitated, and dissipated classes, is the very 
type of a disease which would appear to require 
the highest doses, and the most frequent and 
liberal administration of alcoholic stimulants. 
Yet it has been clearly shown that typhus fever 
in Glasgow may be so treated as to have a dimin- 
ished mortality, with the aid simply of milk diet 
and careful nursing; alcoholic stimulation being 
deliberately maintained upon a scale so low as to 
make it quite an exceptional, and therefore purely 
therapeutic agent. In the City of Glasgow Fe- 
ver Hospital, the careful and most serupulously 
watched experiments of Dr. J. B. Russeiu* bave 
led almost insensibly, and without any fixed 
plan, but with an increased success as regards re- 
sults, to lower from year to -year the scale of 

“stimulation on the whole, until Jast year the cal- 
eulated amount of absolute alcohol administered 
in the form of wines and spirits to each patient, 
on an average, during each day of the treatment, 
was less than one-sixth of an ounce (0.1630 oz.), 
and the expense of this quantity was little more 
than three farthings; while the entire bill for 
wines and spirits consumed during a year in 
which 969 cases of febrile disease (mostly typhus) 








* A Clinical Study of Stimulation in Typbus, Glasgow, 
1857; and Third Annual Report of the City of Glasgow 
Fever Hospital, 1868. 
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were under treatment, was £34 5s 6d. The mor- 
tality of typhus (including all the cases admitte1 
moribund) during the same period was in this 
hospital only 9.05 per cent.; being the lowest 
rate of mortality, I suspect, that has ever been 
attained in the treatment of so large a number 
as nearly a thousand cases, accurately distin- 
guished as genuine typbus. 








Foreign Body in the Ear. 

Dr. Wenvett A. Anperson, of La Crosse, Wis- 
consin, communicates the following case to the 
N. Y. Med. Record. 

On the 14th of May, 1868, a man came into 
my office and requested me to give him something 
to stop a discharge from his ear. Upon ques- 
tioning him, to ascertain the cause of his trouble, 
the following history was given: In the month 
of March, 1863, he was a member of the Ist 
Regt. Colorado Cavalry, and while on duty . 
the Provost Guard at Danver City, was oblige 
to assist in arresting some men in the eating 
saloon. During the struggle he received a blow 
upon the left ear, and was informed by his com- 
rades that one of the men struck him with a 
steel fork ; alarmed at the hemorrhage, he applied 
to a physician in the city for treatment, as the 
regimental surgeon was some distance off. The 
hemorrhage was soon checked, and as nothing 
could be seen in the ear, he was told that the 
pain was the result of several pricks made by 
the fork, and would subside in a short time. He 
continued to suffer with the pain, being unable 
to lie on that side, but did duty for a month 
before applying to the surgeon of his regiment. 
An examination of the ear was made, but nothing 
discovered, and he was furnished with something : 
to drop in the ear to ease the pain, which sub-g 
sided after a while. He was quite deaf, but the 
pain was felt only when the head was shaken or 
struck. He continued to serve with the regi- 
ment, not missing a day’s duty, until October, 
1864, when he was discharged by reason of e3- 
piration of term service. In March, 1867, hav- 
ing passed the winter in the Wisconsin pinerie*, 
he became entirely deaf in the left ear, and suf 
fered severely with pain, which was soon followed 
by an offensive discharge; and at one time while 
cleansing the ear, he removed a piece of iron 
resembling a portion of a common steel fork 
tine. The discharge was quite free after this, 
but the pain was easier, and he continued his 
oceupation in the woods until the day I saw him, 
one year later. 

Upon examination of the ear I found the mea 
tus, just within the concha, filled with what ap 
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peared to be a polypus, and while cleansing the 
part for a more careful examination, a small 
hard point was discovered in the fossa of the 
anti-helix, which could not be removed by water. 
Bearing in mind the history, an attempt was 
made to ascertain the nature of this substance, 
and a fork tine, three-fourths of an inch in length, 
was removed. The direction of the tine was 
from above downward, inward, and a little for- 
ward, The point undoubtedly projected into the 
meatus, as there was slight hemorrhage from the 
auditory canal. Carefully cleansing the ear, 
he was requested to call again the following day. 
He did not call at the time appointed, and the 
case had passed from my mind, when, on the 4th 
of September, he visited me, stating that he 
thought he could care for himself after the for- 
eign body had been removed; but as the dis- 
charge continued and the hearing was not im- 
yroved, he wished more assistance. The ear 
Ring cleansed, I observed that the “ polypoid 
mass” had disappeared, but within the meatus, 
about three-fourths of an inch, there were nu- 
merous vegetations nearly filling the canal, and 
still deeper was a dark mass, at first mistaken 
for an accumulation of cerumen. When I told 
him that it would take a long time and careful 
syringing of the ear to remove the substance, 
he would not believe that such a mass could be 
there. To convince him, the mass was touched 
lightly, but the sound to him was that of two 
pieces of iron striking together. Making a s'ill 
closer examination, I decided that there was 
anothor fork tine lodged there, lying in a hori- 
zontal direction across the canal, Evidently 
warm water could not accomplish what was 
desired, and only by repeated efforts was I able 
® seize the piece by the centre, press it forward, 
and bring one end into sight in the canal. It 
was then easily removed. There was considera- 
ble hemorrhage, and the pain was such that I 
postponed further examination till the following 
day. The pierce of iron removed was seven- 
tighths of an inch in length. On the following 
day, when the ear was examined, precisely the 
same condition existed, apparently, as on the 
preceding day. Not believing it possible that 
there could be any more fork tines, I “sounded” 
the piece, which the patient affirmed conveyed 
the same impression to him, viz., of two pieces of 
iron, In the same manner as on the preceding 
day, with less difficulty, but more suffering for 
the patient, another tine was removed; this one 
measuring one inch and five-sixteenths in length. 
The tines were all much corroded, and evidently 
had remained in the canal for a long time. Re- 


PERISCOPE. 





299 


peated examinations of the ear have been made, 
but no more foreign bodies discovered, although 
the patient believed 1 was not to be satisfied until 
the handle of the fork was found. Two months 
after the removal of the last object, the ear was 
not at all painful, the discharge had ceased, and 
the hearing distance of that ear, tried with an 
ordinary watch, was over three feet. 





Idiopathic Priapism. 

Dr. J. R. Suita, of Alabama, communicates 
the following case to the New Orleans Jour. of 
Medicine. 

On September 13th, 1865, was called to see 
Mr. T. F. M., who I found laboring under a very 
painful priapism, which had existed at the time 
of my visit, about eighteen hours. To ascertain 
the cause was the next subject of inquiry. 

Mr. M. is aged twenty-eight years, has been 
married five years, rather delicate health, and of 
a nervous temperament, never had gonorrhea 
but once, and that was about seven years ago, 
had chills and fever six months previous to this 
time; for the cure of the gonorrhoea may have 
used caustic injections; never had any symptoms 
of stricture. About the time he was laboring 
under gonorrhoea received a severe fall from a 
buggy, falling on buttock, which caused the formc- 
tion of an abscess up the rectum, which discharged 
through the anus; since then has suffered no in- 
convenience from the fall; has had several spells 
of priapism before; the first, about twelve months 
before this; all of which were relieved by urinat- 
ing or walking until fatigued. Mr. M. assured 
me he had had noimpure connection which might 
lead me to believe him laboring under incipient 
gonorrhoea; in fact has not had connection of 
any kind for ten days (Mrs. M., being absent)’ 
has no erotic desires, nor never has had during 
his other less obstinate spells of the same dis- 
ease, . 

When I saw Mr. M., he had used all the reme- 
dies that afforded relief heretofore, with many 
others that suggested themselves; such as the 
cold and warm baths; walking until fatigued; a_ 
full dose of epsom salts, which had acted freely j 
can now void his urine in a full stream without 
pain, but requires considerable effort; seems 
quite well, except a slight pain just behind the 
corona-glandis. This, (as in all previous attacks) 
came on in the night and while asleep, from sup~ 
posed neglect to empty the bladder when lying 
down; has been drinking spirits pretty freely 
lately, but not more so than frequently before ; 
does not remember that such indulgences inva- 
riably cause the priapism; contracting the 
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sphincter ani or pressing down the penis causes 
great pain; pulse natural. 

Prescription.—Assume the erect posture, and 
smoke tobacco continuously until thoroughly nau- 
seated; at the same time direct a continuous 
stream of cold water on the penis, from glans 
to pubis; and as we had frequently relieved 
symptomatic priapism by the application of cold 
to the feet, we suffered in this case the cold 
water, as it run from the penis, to fall on the 
floor and run under the patient’s feet. This was 
persisted in for half an hour without the least 
avail, notwithstanding the cold _perepiration 
streamed from the face of the patient, from the 
excessive nausea produced by the tohacco smoke. 
The skin on the penis from the pouring of the 
cold water, became shriveled; the glans as- 
sumed a livid appearance. I then put him on 
minute doses of tart. emet., to be continued 
every half hour until fully nauseated, and at the 
same time, directed him to fill the rectum with 
cold water, also throw a stream of cold water into 
the urethra, and when lying, keep the organ en- 
veloped in cold cloths, and left him for the night. 

Sept. 14th, Found patient just as I left him; 
he informs me that he scrupulously carried out 
the prescriptions of the previous day. That the 
tartar emetic after a prolonged nausea produced 
full emesis and catharsis. I now advisel a con- 
sultation, and Dr. Deason, my former pupil and 
partner was called in. We bled Mr. M. in the 
erect posture, until approaching syncope; after 
slight reaction, he was again caused to assume 
the erect posture with a stream of cold water 
poured on the organ, until we were compelled to 
lay him down for fear of fainting. There not 
being the slightest change in the erection, he 
was now put fully under the influence of chloro- 
form, and notwithstanding he had several sur- 
geons’ certificates of hypertrophy of the heart, he 
bore the chlorofurm well and remained fully 
under its influence for more than half an hour, 
sleeping quietly and soundly. While getting 
under the influence of the chloroform, he felt as 
though the relief would be permanent, as all 
pain seemed to subside; but on awaking, the 
pain and priapism were just as before its ad- 
ministration—the pain in the penis, if possible, 
more excruciating, We now covered the entire 
perineum with a plaster of extract of belladonna, 
and gave one-fourth of a grain of morphia. We 
also caused the whole genital organs to be 
covered with a warm bran poultice, 

Sept. 15th. The morphia produced perfect 
quietude, had a fine night’s sleep; free from pain 
except slight soreness on bending the penis 
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chanye wha‘ever in the priapism. He now has 
great difficulty in urinating, and what is passed 
is accomplished by introducing the finger in the 
rectum and pressing upward and forward the 
prostatic portion of the urethra. I again bled 
him freely (approaching syncope) for the pulse 
was now full and strong; also enveloped the 
penis andentire perineum in a plaster of the 
extract of belladonna, to remain six hours, and 
ordered a steam bath; continue the morphia in 
quarter grain doses, alternately with two grains 
gum camphor every two hours during the night, 
the morphia to be suspended so soon as quiet 
was produced. 

Sept. 16th. Slept well at night; passed urine 
freely ; little or no pain; soreness slight, priapism 
as on the first day. Spirits much better; good 
appetite; as the bowels have not acted since he 
took the tartar emetic, he was now ordered a fu 
dose of Epsom salts and morphia, at bed-time; 
remain quiet in bed with cold cloths to the penis, 
in fact the latter remedy was almost continuously 
used. 

Sept. 17th. Salts acted freely; slept well; no 
change in the priapism; experienced no incon- 
venience from the camphor, which I neglected to 
say had been continued for the last twenty-four 
hours, every two hours, in two grain doses, and 
was prescribed for to-day. 

Sept. 18th. Penis a little more flaccid, may be 
bronght to a right angle with the body without 
producing much pain. I now prescribed extract 
of belladonna, one grain every two hours during 
the night, with a plaster of the same to the peri- 
neum. 

Sept. 19th. Took the extract of belladonna 
every two hours until six grains were taken, an 
perceiving great dryness of mouth with dimness 
of vision he suspended its use; there is still little 
or no change in the priapism from yesterday, in 
fact, the penis is hardly so flaccid as on yester- 
day. He was now ordered to take the ext. bell’- 
donna in two grain doses every three hours until 
its specific effects were again produced. 

Sept. 20. Still cheerful; appetite good; passes 
urine freely, but no change in priapism, so he 
reports. I did not see him to-day, consequently 
no prescription. 

Sept. 22d. No change since last visit. Culd 
water has been continued almost incessantly. 
Advised leeches but they could not be procured. 
Our remedies (and patience too, somewhat) being 
exhausted, without any change in symptoms, and 
there seeming to be no risk in the trip, out 
patient was permitted to return to Huntsville, 
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Alabama, in. a two-horse wagon, to his family, 
where, we are informed he arrived safely, with- 
out any untoward symptoms. The disease gradu- 
ally and almost imperceptibly gave way. 
Mr. M. died in Memphis, Tennessee, shortly 
after this, but of what disease we are not in- 
formed. 





How to prevent Typhoid Fever from Spreading. 

In the following will be found condensed, by 
Dr. Bupp, of Bristol, the rules which a triamph- 
ant experience has shown to be effectual in pre- 
venting the spread of the fatal typhoid or enteric 
fever. The value of these rules will be recog- 
nised by all; and, in the following form, it will 
be found convenient to issue them as a placard 
in any districts where the fever may have become 
epidemic through previous neglect of sanitary 
precautions. 


4 How to prevent Typhoid Fever, (otherwise 
called Gastric Fever, or Low Fever,) from spread- 
ing. The means by which typhoid fever may be 
prevented from spreading are very simple, very 
sure, and the cost next to nothing. They are 
founded on the discovery that the poison by 
which this fever spreads is almost entirely con- 
tained in the discharges from the bowels. These 
discharges infect—l. The air of the sick-room; 
2. The bed and body linen of the patient; 3. 
The privy and the cesspool, or the drains pro- 
ceeding from them. From the privy or drain, 
the poison often soaks into the well, and infects 
the drinking-water. This last, when it happens, 
is of all forms of fever-poisoning the most deadly. 
In these various ways, the infection proceeding 
from the bowel-discharges often spreads the fever 
far and wide. The one great thing to aim at, 
Herefore, is to disinfect these discharges on their 
very escape from the body, and before they are 
carried from the sick-room, This may be per- 
feetly done by the use of disinfectants. One of the 
best is made of green copperas. This substance, 
which is used by all shoemakers, is very cheap, 
and may be had everywhere. A pound anda 
half of green copperas to a gallon of water is 
the proper streneth. A teacupful of this liquid, 
put into the night-pan every time before it is 
wed by the patient, renders the bowel-discharge 
perfectly harmless. To disinfect the bed and 
body linen, and bedding generally, chloride of 
lime or MacDovcatr’s powder is more conve- 
tient. These powders should be sprinkled, by 
means of a common dredger, on soiled spots on 
the linen, and about the room, to purify the air. 
All articles of bed and body linen should be 
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bed, into a bucket of water containing a table- 
spoonful of chloride of lime or MacDovaatu’s 
powder, and should be boiled before being 
washed. The privy, or closet, and all drains 
communicating with it, should be flushed twice 
daily with the green copperas liquid or carbolie 
acid, diluted with water. In the event of death, 
the body should be placed, as soon as possible, 
in a coffin sprinkled with disinfectants. Early 
burial is, on all accounts, desirable. In towns 
and villages where the fever is already prevalent, 
the last rule should be put in force for all houses, 
whether there be fever in them or not, and for 
all public drains. As the hands of those attend- 
ing on the sick often become unavoidably soiled 
by the discharges from the bowel, they should 
be frequently washed. The sick-room should be 
kept well ventilated, day and night. The great- 
est possible care should be taken with regard to 
the drink-water. Where there is the slightest 
risk of its having become tainted with fever- 
poison, water should be got from a pure source, 
or should at least be boiled before being drunk. 
Immediately after the illness is over, whether 
ending in death or recovery, the dresses worn by 
the nurses should be washed or destroyed, and 
the bed and room oocupied by the sick should be 
thoroughly disinfected. These are golden rules. 
Where they are neglected, the fever may become 
a deadly scourge. Where they are strictly car- 
ried out, it seldom spreads beyond the person 
first attacked. 

“N.B. A yard of thin wide-width gutta per- 
cha placed under the blanket, under the breech 
of the patient, by effectually preventing the dis- 
charges from soaking into the bed, is a great 
additional safeguard.’’—Brit, Medical Journal, 





Poisoning by Strychnia. 

The following case of poisoning is reported to 
the New Orleans Journal of Medicine, by Dr. W. 
C. Matiory, of Florida. 

“Mrs. W., aged nineteen years, under treat- 
ment for disease of the womb. Mr. W., (her 
husband) in giving what he thought to be a 
preparation of opium, gave two and a quarter 
gra'ns of strychnia. I was called on the night 
of Dec. 6th, 1868, in great haste to see her, and 
upon arriving learned that about forty minutes 
previous she had taken the drug, and twenty-five 
minutes after taking it, she complained of feel- 


ing very queer, and becoming alarmed, I was sent 
for to see her. 


“T found her sitting up in bed, and unable to 


move any of the limbs, and when moved for her, 





plunged, immediately on their removal from the 


there was great convulsion. 


Complained of 
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stiffness of the jaws—speech indistinct, tongue 
trembling, and unable to be protruded beyond 
the lips, deylutition difficult, breathing laborious 
—pulse not much affected. Now, here was a 
ease of poisoning by strychnia; what should be 
done? we have no antidote for it—it was too late 
to administer an emetic with any hope of suc- 
cess. Considering the case hopeless, I concluded 
to experiment. I gave her ten drops of the tinc- 
ture of iodine, but deglutition was performed 
with so much difficulty that I also gave one drop 
of it per rectum, and in half an hour the dose 
was repeated. Up to the time of giving the first 
dose, she was growing worse rapidly, but as soon 
as the iodine was given she grew no worse, and 
when the second dose was given she began to 
improve, and in four hours was free from the 
effects of the drug, save soreness, which lasted 
during the day. My reason for trying the iodine 
was that in prescribing quinine and strychnia 
in conjunction with iodine, I had noticed a pre- 
cipitate which I supposed to be the latter thrown 
down. May we not hope upon farther trial, the 
iodine may be found to be an effectual antidote 
for that poisoning drug?” 





Professor of Homceopathy. 

President Haven, of the University of Michi- 
gan, in his last report to the board of trustees, 
comments on the question of introducing into the 
faculty bomeeopathic professors, as follows: 

I believe that good reasons do exist why a 
“ Professor of Homeopathy” should not be ap- 
pointed, and I believe that all unprejudiced 
persons will be able to see them. I beg here ex- 
plicitly to state that I do not argue in behalf of 
the medical profession, or “ Allopathy,” or any 
particular class. I am not conscious of any par- 
ticular interest in any class or party, on this 
subject. So far as I am personally concerned, it 
might be more politic to say nothing on the sub- 
ject, but, as a custodian of the interests of the 
university, I must express what the interests of 
sound education seem to require, irrespective of 
party or sect, 

Observe, then, first, that we have no Professor 
of “Allopathy” in the University of Michigan. 
This is no subterfuge, but a solemn fact. If a 
grant of money was offered to the university on 
condition that a Professor of Allopathy should 
be appointed, I should be compelled to show the 
unreasonableness of the condition. We do not 


want in a university professors of special ideas 
or theories, who believe that their special ideas 
or theories embrace all truth in their respective 
schools, and that all outside of their special 
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ideas or theories is false and to be rooted up and 


condemned. You make the university, by such 
a course, a place of strife and discord, and nota 
place for the harmonious inculcation of all truth, 
What we want in the department of medicine 
and surgery is a number of professors who shall 
present all the subjects and all the information 
properly belonging to the science and art of 
medicine and surgery. They should he, as they 
are, Professors of Anatomy, Physiology, Pa- 
thology. Surgery, Diseases in General, Diseases of 
particular classes, Chemistry, Materia Medica, 
ete., etc.—embracing the whole orb of the science 
and art of medicine and surgery—but not Pro- 
fessors of ‘‘ Allopathy,” “ Homeeopathy,” or any 
other special theory; and the graduates should 
receive, not a title—‘* Homeopathic Doctor,” or 
“ Allopathic Doctor,” or “ Hydropathic Doctor,” 
or doctor of any particular kind, but simply the 
old, time honored M. D.—Doctor of Medicine. » 


This is no sublimated, unapproachahle theory, 
but the only proper basis of a university. The 
university does not establish a department of 
medicine and surgery in the interests of any 
particular class of physicians, or in the interest 
of conflicting classes of physicians, or with the 
special purpose of making doctors of any par- 
ticular kind, or of all kinds, but to teach the 
science fully and broadly—not in conflicting 
schools and debates, but, as far as possible, thor- 
oughly—without reference to local interests and 
partisan distinctions. Once establish the preee 
dent that every party in the world shall be re 
cognized by name, and have a professor bearing 
its partisan name, and irreparable injury is 
done to the university. 
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Re-Arrangement of Apothecaries’ Weights iz 
Germany. 

North Germany has adopted the French gramme 
as the basis of medical weights, and this obliges 
certain German States to alter their pharmaco 
poeias. This is especially the case as regards 
the Grand Duchy of Mecklenburgh Schwerin; 
but it being evidently inconvenient that each 
State should make changes without concert with 
its neighbors, the representative of the Grand 
Duchy has proposed to the Federal Council to 
convoke a commission of medical men and apothe: 
caries to establish a pharmacopwia common 10 
all the States of the German Northern Confede- 
ration. 





—— Reading, Pa., has a physician who visits 





his patients on a velocipede. 
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am Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and 
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence 
News, etc. etc., of general medical interest, are respect- 
fully solicited. 

Articles of special importance, such especially as re- 
quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser- 
vation, will be liberally paid for. 


Sm To insure publication, articles must be practical 
brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully 
prepared, 80 as to require little revision. 


We particularly value the practical experience of coun- 
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor- 
mation that rightfully belongs to the profe:sion. 

ee 
THE NAVAL BILL. 

One of the first official acts of Secretary Bore 
igto urge the increase of an already notorious 
injustice. Influenced by the representations of 
narrow and self-conceited officers, he has urged 
upon Congress the adoption of a bill for reor- 
ganizing the navy, which so far as it applies to 
medical officers proposes to put them down nomi- 
nally one grade, but really two grades, assimilat- 
ing them in rank to the ensigns, with this impor- 
tant condition, that the senior assistant-surgeon 
shall be rated below the junior ensign. And so 
with all the other grades, and with all the other 
departments of the staff. There are assistant- 
surgeons, who have been in the service five, six, 
seven, even eight years, and who are men of su- 
perior education and capacity. By the terms of 
this bill they would take rank below the chubby 
little ensign who just came out of school yester- 
day. Ifrank is to bear any reasonable relation 
®the length of service, capacity, experience, and 
ability of an officer, the injustice of such a regu- 
lation needs no showing. The medical officers 
will bear favorable comparison for scholarship 
md general culture with those of the line, and 
we can imagine no goud cause why they should 
not be treated in every respect as the equals of 
the graduates of the Academy. Admiral Porter 
rates them as rather less than gentlemen, and a 
little better than boatewains. The consequence 
of this policy will naturally be to drive out of the 
service nearly all the members of the staff who 
doit the greatest honor. For a good surgeon, 
tivil life abounds with honors and prizes; bat 
the Naval service of the United States offers 
poor \pay and worse treatment. The result, in 
the long ran, will be to fill the Navy with igno- 
vant and shiftless men, who have not talen 
tnough to earn a living on shore. 4 
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The efforts which have been recently made 
seem therefore likely to result in bringing about 
still more unjust relations between staff and 
line. 

It may be the result of an entire lack of ac- 
quaintance with the true condition of things in 
the navy; it may be that one or two old admirals 
have an undue influence on his mind; certainly 
it cannot be an intelligent and impartial consid- 
eration of the merits of the case which has 
governed Mr. Borie in this. 

_ 
THE DRUGGISTS. 

Now that the bill proposed by the State 
Medical Society to prevent the adulteration of 
drugs is lost, let us hope the druggists will do 
something for their own reputation. It sadly 
needs it. Even the daily papers are outraged at 
their selfish and suspicious actions. Hear what 
the Press of this city has to say: 

“Let us see now what the druggists will do. 
There is no escape for them. They have an op- 
portunity of proving to the people who buy their 
wares that they intend to give them value re- 
ceived for their money, that they will no longer 
palm off upon them adulterated stuffs for the 
genuine article. There are honest men in the 
trade. Let them resolve that all shall be honest, 
Let the College of Pharmacy reconsider its inde- 
finite and unsatisfactory action of a few days 
ago and resolve, as old Henry Trorn and Perer 
LeuMan resolved, that no suspicion of fraudulent 
dealings shall rest upon the calling of its mem- 
bers. Let it in a word prove what these fathers 
designed it should, viz. that ‘By such an asso- 
ciation abuses might be held in check or cor- 
rected, the common interests subserved, and the 
whole trade elevated in the estimation of its mem- 
bers and the public.’” 


—_———— 
ADULTERATION OF MILE, 

A Report has been made on this subject to the 
city authorities of Providence, embracing an 
examination by Dr. Wicatn of a large number 
of specimens. Much of it will apply to other 
cities as well as Providence, and deserves a wider 
circulation than it will get in an official docu- 
ment. 


It seems probable, both from the investiga- 
tions of Dr. Wicern and from the reports of the 
Inspector of Milk in Boston, that nearly all the 
adulteration of milk is by the addition of water, 
though the quality of the milk is often much 
injured by skimming. If we take the propor- 
tion of water actually found in the specimens 
exammined by Dr. Wicoin, and make allowance 
for the injury by skimming, it is a low estimate 
to say that the milk generally sold is adulterated 
to the extent of ten per cent. 
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Dr. Wicotn says, in his report: “ At this sea- 
son of the year, I believe the average specific 
gravity of milk, from any dairy, should not be 
lower than 1030, Actual experiments, made at 
some of the largest farms in the neighborhood of 
our city, confirm me in this belief. There may 
be one cow or more in every diary, which will 
give milk of lower specific gravity than this, but 
a larger number will run higher. A very large 
percentage of cream lowers the specific gravity, 
while its removal raises it. 

The following figures show the specific gravity 
of milk from nine cows, as I took it in the order 
in which they were milked,—1031, 1030, 1030, 
1032, 1031, 1032, 1030, 1032, 1031. Average, 
1031. The average of a dairy of fifteen cows 
gave a specific gravity of 1030. The average of 
another dairy of sixteen cows gave 1033, And 
so on. All the specimens I have taken from 
farmers’ wagons on the street, give nearly the 
same results. 

The following table shows the specific gravity, 
with the addition of different quantities of water, 
as determined by experiment. 


Original specific gravity, . 1030 
9 milk and 1 water, . . . - 1027 
die. Bie . . ° 1024 
eo Ot My . . » 1021 
eee: © aie . . . 1018 
5 “ s“ 5 « . 7 . . 1015 


If, now, I obtain milk with a specific gravity 
of 1020, as I have done, what is the inference? 
Obviously that I get 33.33 per cent. of water. 
If besides this the cream be wholly removed the 
matter is worse still. 

The percentage of cream varies, of course, in 
accordance with the conditions mentioned above. 
The lowest percentage of cream I have obtained 
from any dairy, or from any single cow, is 10 
percent. It has ranged from this up to 18 per 
cent. 

Store-milk gives an equally wide range, only 
it is on the opposite side of the scale. Eight per 
cent. is the highest I have found, and so on down 
through every percentage and fractional per- 
centage, to a few discrete flakes floating on the 
surface. In estimating the quality of milk by 
the cream, it should not be forgotten that the 
constant agitation it receives in transportation 
converts a-part of the cream into butter, which 
sinks to the bottom of the can to be received by 
the last customer only. If I should find but 8 
per cent. of cream on milk which had been 
transported from a distance by rail or otherwise, 
I should be unwilling to complain of the retailer, 
unless the specific gravity were also low.” 

The total solid matter of milk should not be 





less than 12 per cent., nor more than 15 per 
cent. In fact it nearly always fell several per 
cent. below this. 

No doubt the adulteration is far greater in 
New York or Philadelphia; and no doubt, too, 
the frightful infant mortality of those cities is 
largely owing to the impurity of this popular 
article of infant food. 

——— 
THE TEXAS CATTLE DISEASE. 

Last December a Convention of Commissioners 
from a number of states met at Springfield, Illi- 
nois, to discuss the origin and prevention of the 
Texas cattle plague. The best report of the pro- 
ceedings we have seen is embraced in a report of 
Dr. E. M. Snow, delegate from Rhode Island, 
He remarks that the Convention seemed to agree 
on the following points: 

‘1, Texas cattle do not have the Texas Cattle 
Disease in Texas, and very rarely after beit 
brought to more Northern States. 


2. A similar disease is common among the 
horses in Texas, 

8. Texas cattle, when brought to the more 
Northern States, though apparently healthy 
themselves, do communicate the disease to the 
native cattle of those States. 

4. Cattle, whether brought by the river route 
or driven over land from Texas, communicate 
the disease to the native cattle of the more 
Northern States; but much the greater portion 
of the disease in Illinois, during the year 1868, 
was communicated by the very small portion of 
the cattle that was brought by the river route. 

5. Cattle, native of the more Northern States, 
though they take the disease, and die from it, 
very rarely if ever, communicate it to oth 
cattle. 

6. Grown up native cattle are much more sut 
ceptible of the disease than calves or yearlings; 
and sucking calves very rarely take it, though 
their mothers may die with it. 

7. Native cattle kept in pastures, or yards 
adjoining those in which Texas cattle are kept, 
do not take the disease. 

8. As a general rule, fog native cattle to take 
the disease, it seems necessary that they shoald 
graze where Texas cattle have grazed. 

9. Generally, no ill effects are known to hare 
followed the use of the milk or flesh of the dit 
eased cattle, though there are a very few app* 
rent exceptions to this. 

10. The disease as seen in New York would 
seem to have been of a more aggravated charse 
tér than at the West. 
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caution. 


togamous growths, or else was in some way com- 


municated by the innumerable ticks which infest 


Texas cattle. The weight of testimony was on 
the whole in favor of the latter view. This 
is cheering, as we know by proper precautions, 
these disgusting parasites can be destroyed. 





Notes and Comments. 
+ 





THERAPEUTICAL BULLETIN.* 
Compiled by Geo. H. Napurys, M.D. 
No. 9. 


This column will contain each week a collection of the 
Recipes, remarkable for their novelty and elegance, now 
in use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by 
them in resent lectures at College and Hospital Clinics, 
and at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly published 
monographs and systematic treatise:, and in the current 
medical periodicals of this country and Europe. It will 
include formule for hypodermic injections, for inhala- 
tions, for rectal and vaginal suppositories, for ointments, 
lotions, collyria, etc., etc. 

The selection will be such that each prescription will 
commend itself, both by its intrinsic merits, and by the 
authority of the name of the phy-ician by whom origi- 
nated or employed. It is designed to give only the latest 
and best approved therapeutical expressions of the pro- 
fession—to afford a periscope of the remedial measures 

orted to by eminent living physicians. 

tis proposed, hereafter, to classify these formule, and 
fue them in book form. 


Collyria. 


Prof. Gunntna 8. Beprorp, New York. 
67. RB. Hydrarg. chlor. corros., gr. j. 
Ammoniez muriatis, gr. iv. 
Aqueze destillate, f Zvj. 

Ft. sol. 
For purulent ophthalmia in new-born infants, 
the eyes to be washed with the solution several 
times during the day. The applications should 
hot be confided to the nurse; they should be 
wade by the practitioner himself, as follows: 








* Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 
100, by Gro. H. Napueys, M.D, in the Clerk’s office of 
Co Distriet Court for the Hastern District of Pennsylva- 


N.B. This copyright is not intended to prevent medi- 
&l journals publishing these articles, but only their be- 
ing issued in book form. 


NOTES AND COMMENTS. 


11, The enlargement of the spleen is found in 
all cases of the disease, and is perhaps the only 
easily detected change that is found in all cases. 

12. No cure for the disease has been found. 
Carbolic acid is very valuable as a disinfectant, 
and as a preventive; but should be used with 
With reference to the cause of the 
disease, the official action of the convention says 
nothing, and there was no settled uniformity of 
opinion in relation to it. The theses advocated 
were that it was propagated by spores, or cryp- 
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The child being placed on its back, resting in 
the lap of the nurse, the practitioner placing its 
head on his knee, with a soft sponge moistened 
with tepid water cleanses the eyes. The lids are 
then gently separated, and after everting them, 
the accumulated matter is removed, and the col- 
lyria applied. 

It may become necessary to touch the inflamed 
conjunctiva by means of a camel's-hair pencil, 
with the following solution once a day. 

68. K. Argenti nitratis, gr. ij. 

Aqua destillate, f. 3). 
Ft. sol. F 

When the child falls asleep, the outside borders 
of the lids, in order to prevent their agglutena- 
tion, should be smeared with fresh butter, fresh 
olive oil, or, what perhaps is better, the red pre- 
cipitate ointment. The bowels are to be kept 
regular with castor oil, or flake manna in solu- 
tion, and above all, the eyes are to be protected 
against light. This treatment, if faithfully car- 
ried out, will effect a cure, and should not be 
surrendered for leeches, blisters, etc. 


Prof. Gross states that in the purulent oph- 
thalmia of infancy he has usually effected excel- 
lent and even rapid cures by the injection, every 
few hours, of tepid water, or milk and water, 
followed, immediately after, by a solution of 
bichloride of mercury, from the eighth to the 
twelfth of a grain to the ounce of water, and the 
constant application of a light elm poultice, 
medicated with acetate of lead, and frequently 
renewed. The bichloride of mercury is of all 
local remedies in this affection the most effica- 
cious in its action, making generally a most 
rapid and decided impression upon the dis- 
charge. Very weak solutions of lead, zinc, and 
alum are also advantageous, bat altogether infe- 
rior to the bichloride. One of the great points 
in the treatment of this and other forms of puru- 
lent ophthalmia is to get rid of the acrid secre- 
tions, which, if allowed to remain, always act as 
irritants. As to leeches and counter-iritants, 
they should never be employed in this disease as 
it occurs in infancy. 


Prof. Joun B. Bippie. 


69. RK. Zinci sulphatis, gr. ij. 
Morphieze sulphatis, gr. 1-8. 
Aque rose, f.2}. M. 


As an application for sub-acute ophthalmia. 
Prof. 8. D, Gross. 


70. BK. Pulveris opii, gr. ij. 
Hydrargyri, gr. 1-8. 
Aqua, £Zj. M. 


To be injected every half hour, in purulent, 





gonorrheeal, and other forms of ophthalmia. If 
¢ 
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there be unusual swelling, and a rapid extension 
of the morbid action, the most appropriate mea- 
sures are, free incision of the outer surface of 
the lids, extensive scarification of the chemosed 
conjunctiva, together with the use of the above 
injection. If the discharge of pus is very pro- 
fuse, the inner surface of the lower lid may be 
pencilled over twice a day with a strong solu- 
tion of nitrate of silver, (from the eighth of a 
grain to two grains to the ounce for the more 
ordinary cases, while in the more violent, it may 
range from five to sixty.) When the solution is 
very strong, it should be applied by means of a 
camel hair pencil, the inflamed surface having 
been previously dried with a soft linen rag. The 
solid nitrate of silver ought never to be used 
about the eye. When the lids are enormously 
swollen, (in the adult), great benefit is derived 
from the application to them of a large blister. 
the surface being well protected with gauze to 
prevent the fly from falling into the eye. The 
use of the syringe is of paramount importance 
in these cases, as it is the only means by which 
it is possible to obtain clearance of the irritating 
matter, and effectually medicate the inflamed 
surface. 
Georce Lawson, F.R.C.S., Eng. 
71. BR. Glycerine, f.Zij. 
Aquos rose, f.Zi). 
Aquee destillate ad., f.3viij. M. 
A soothing lotion for washing the eye and lids 
in cases of burns and scalds. A few drops of 
olive-oil should be dropped into the eye, and the 
lids then gently closed, and some cotton wool 
laid closely over them, which may be kept in its 
place by a single turn of a light bandage. The 
dropping of the oil into the eye should be re- 
peated two or three times during the day, and 
each time the bandage is removed the above 
lotion should be employed to remove any dis- 
eharge which may have accumulated. This is 
the only treatment slight cases require. 


N. ©. MacNamara, Prof. of Ophthalmic Med., 
Calcutta. 
72. K. Atropie, gr. iv. 
Aque, f. $j. 
To be dropped into the eye three times a day, in 
cases of syphilitic iritis in children. Mercurial 
ointment should also be rubbed into the thighs 
every other night, for twenty minutes; and 
thirty drops of cod-liver oil, with one-half a grain 
of iodide of iron, should be administered twice a 
day to an infant six months old. For syphilitic 
iritis, mercury judiciously employed, is the sheet 
anchor to be relied upon. The best mode of 





NOTES AND COMMENTS. 
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‘employing it in these cases is by inunction, Our 
ws 
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author never prescribes mercury internally for 
children, nor does he find it necessary to push 
the treatment so far as to affect the gums, 


According to Mackenziz, and indeed all the 
best authorities, atropia ought to be employed as 
a collyrium in every case of iritis, and in all 
stages of the disease, to prevent unnatural adhe- 
sions of the iris. The earlier in the affection 
the remedy is administered the better. 








Prof. Gross says that the best remedy for iritis, 
in all cases, excepting perhaps the most sim- 
ple, is mercury, carried to the extent of rapid 
ptyalism. Ile states that atropia does not possess 
the property of dilating the pupil in iritis, for 
the moment the iris is actively inflamed, it ceases 
to be influenced by narcotic applications; the 
pupil contracts, and no stimulus, however pow- 
erful, can afterwards excite it. In the syphilitic 
variety of the complaint, iodide of potassium 


may be advantageously exhibited, to aid in comp 


pleting the cure, after having made a fair trial 
of mercury. 

Cuuterier, (Surgeon to Hopital du Midi, 
Paris), says that in syphilitic iritis, mercurial or 
saline purgatives, inunction, with mercurial oint- 
ment combined with belladonna, collyria of bel- 
ladonna or atropia, and lotions containing opiam 
to soothe the pain, in addition to the internal 
treatment suited to secondary symptoms, will 
suffice to effect a cure. He has never discovered 
any reason for sounding the praises of turpen- 
tine, so highly recommended by some authori- 
ties. Prof. Gross also reports adversely upon 
the use of turpentine in this affection, 


Prof. Josepu Pancoast. 


73. Ik. Ginci acetatis, 33s. 
Acidi acetici diluti, f.3ss. 4 
Aque, f.Zviij. M. 


An astringent collyrium. 

Prof. Aurrep D. Sritié 
speaks of the vapor of the oil of rosemary, pro- 
duced by rubbing a few drops between the palms 
of the hands, and then allowed to come it con 
tact with the eyes, as having been used with 
advantage in weakness of these organs from 
nervous exhaustion. ; 





Diplomas, For Sale Cheap! 

Several gentlemen in the West have kindly 
furnished us with copies of the following card, 
which has apparently been widely circulated. 
Such an agency is a great convenience. Sheep- 
skin is cheap here, and costs but little more if 
engrossed in German text and Latin. How 
extremely useful such a law as that in Ohio is, 
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requiring a diploma to practice medicine, lumi- 
nously appears from this. 


“PHILADELPHIA COLLEGIATE AGENCY. 


“This Agency has been in successful operation 
for ten years. Its object being to impart infor- 
mation indispensable to persons who contemplate 
studying Medicine, Law, Theology, Dentistry, 
ete., ete., and also to fill orders for Books, Medi- 
cines, Chemicals, Apparatus, Instruments, etc. 

“Through this Agency, Physicians, Clergy- 
men, Lawyers, Druggists, Dentists, ete., can ob- 
tain the Honors of the various Schools of Europe 
and the United States, and thus acquire the De- 
grees of Master of Arts, Bachelor of Arts, Doctor 
of Medicine, Learned Doctor of Laws, Doctor of 
Divinity, Doctor of Dental Surgery, etc., ete. 

“For particulars, address 
“__. _. , M.D, 

Philadelphia.” 





“( Confidential.) 





Ambergris, 

¥ Captain Tivorny C. Srautprne, of the barque 
Elizabeth, of New Bedford, while coming south- 
west of Madagascar, struck a very large sperm 
whale. On opening the whale they had the good 
luck to discever 285 pounds of ambergris, worth 
on the spot $20,000. This rare and expensive 
article is found only now and then, and generally 
in small quantities. The old price used to be 
one pound of ambergris for one pound of gold. 
Sailors say it is a substance found on account of 
dyspepsia in the whale; it is never found in any 
but diseased sperm whales, and rarely at that. It 
is an essential article in the manufacture of nice 
perfumery. 

To which the San Francisco Bulletin adds: 
“The largest piece of which we have any record 
previous to the above account, weighed 182 

\pounds, and was bought by the Dutch East In- 
dia Company; 130 pounds were taken some years 
ago from a whale near the Windward Islands. 
The sailors have an eye to the lean and sick 
whales, and the old hands at the business prefer 
a dyspeptic whale, with his hidden treasure, to 
any amount of blubber. Ambergris contains 33 
per cent. of fatty, fragrant substance called em- 
breine, which is extracted by boiling in alcohol. 
It is, in its natural state, of a bright gray color, 
having streaks of black or yellow. The substance 
is of a waxy nature, having a very fine grain. 
It is held to be the morbid secretions of the liver 
of the sperm whale. It has a rare fragrance, 
and the quantity is so small that it always bears 
ahigh price. Ambergris Island, off the coast of 
Yucatan, takes its name from quantities of am- 
bergris found on its shores, the excretions of 
whales which feed in that vicinity. 

2 








COMMENTS. 


How to Make Yourself Miserable, 
In a lecture on Ventilation before the Franklin 
Institute of this city last winter, Mr. L. W. Leeps 
discoursed as follows. 

One most excellent way to fill your system with 
smoke, and destroy half your usefulness, is as 
follows: get up late in the morning, eat a hur- 
ried breakfast, and immediately rush to the cars. 
Sit half or three-quarters of an hour in the close, 
foul car, and if your feet get thoroughly chilled, 
all the better for that purpose; a pair of tight 
boots is the proper thing to prevent the natural 
circulation of the blood. Fave a care to sit with 
your back to the open window, and your face to- 
ward the centre of the foul car; that, too, helps. 
Your breakfast most probably may not have di- 
gested well, and if you feel pretty miserable in 
about two or three hours, you should commence 
eating groundnuts, and keep on at irregular 
intervals until lunch-time. At this happy pe- 
riod, if you are still a “little under the wea- 
ther,” and not very hungry, go to the restaurant, 
and eat merely a piece or two of home-made pie, 
with a glass of milk, nothing more! and I should 
think that would be about sufficient to keep you 
up to the American standard of the shameful 
abuse of health. If there should be anything 
wanting, however, you might accept an invita- 
tion to a party, and after spending several hours 
in a hot, unventilated room, of course you would 
be too much fatigued to walk home—in fact your 
thin-soled shoes and light party dress wont ad- 
mit of it—and home you ride in a car condi- 
tioned, as regards wholesomeness and tempera- 
ture, as aforesaid. 


3°7 








Case of Super-fetation. 

On p. 280 of the current volume, we gave an 
account of a singular case of supposed super- 
fetation in two extracts, one from the Danizic 
Gazette, the other from the Weser Zeitung. 
(They were placed under separate headings by a 
typographical oversight.) The continuation of 
the case is translated for us from the Weser Zei- 
tung, and illustrates a singular difficulty in 
diagnosis. 

“Concerning the monstrous birth in Schliewen, 
we learn from the Breslau Gazette that Health 
Commissioner Dr. Aneaca, of Dantzic, has written 
to a medical authority of Breslau, that in the 
tumor neither head nor limbs of a living being 
were to be felt; and therefore that the case ap- 
peared to be reduced to a spina bifida, with 
cystos sarcoma. The movements of muscles and 
nerve-cords which attend this by no means fre- 





quent casé, have deceived a great number of 
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physicians. On the other hand, Dr. Prevss, of 
Dirschau maintains his opinion that the tumor 
contains a foetus. Under the skin covering may 
be felt a round body, as hard as a bone, that can 
be nothing but a head.” 


a 


Correspondence. 





DOMESTIC. 





An Inquiry. 
Epitors oF THR MEDICAL AND SurG. REPORTER: 

Mary A. W., wt. 35, always weakly from a 
child, at the age of 14, had convulsions, (which 
lasted three years, eight months, and fifteen 
days,) coming on in the afternoon of each day, 
and lasting until near midnight. Every doctor 
in the vicinity saw this case, but, as the father 
says, could give no name to the difficulty. He 
described the convulsions as sometimes doubling 
her up in a heap, and sometimes making her stiff 
and straight. At the end of the three years and 
eight months she was cured entirely in five days, 
with verbena hastata. 

At the age of 26, commenced to menstruate 
This lasted only three years, being always ecanty 
and irregular. At this period she was attacked 
with neuralgia, which being of a severe form, 
she was supplied with a hypodermic syringe and 
morphia by her physician (an eclectic), This 
she has used every day since, a period of nearly 
six years. At the time of my first visit, six 
months ago, she was using morphiz sulphas, 3). 
every five days. 

The case at present presents the following 
symptoms. Pulse regular and full; bowels very 
much constipated ; never moving naturally; appe 
tite tolerably good, except at intervals, when she 
is troubled with pyrosis; will go a number of 
days without eating anything; at such times will 
have clonic spasms every few minutes, lasting 
from one minute to half an hour; the vertebrae 
are all very sensitive to the touch; urine rather 
scanty and high-colored, sp. gr. about 25; her 
form is good, but rather emaciated; is generally 
about the house while under the influence of the 
morphia, 


The pain experienced is excruciating, being 
sometimes in the pectoral region, sometimes in 
the head, again in the extremities. At times the 
knee will be effected, which will prostrate her 
for two or three days. After the pain leaves that 
part, there will be no tumefaction or redness. 

With the use of cannabis Indica I have re- 
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duced the morphia one-half. All medicines 
given seem to lose their power in a short time. 

Bromide of potash in twenty-grain doses every 
four hours bave no effect over the pain. Elixir 
vitriol and asafcetida will relieve the spasms gene- 
rally. 

I was able to get only one examination per 
vaginam, which was not satisfactory, as the parts 
were so small as scarcely to admit the end of the 


finger. I am now giving 
Rk. Potassii bromidi, Ziss. 
Fl. ext. water pepper, 3). 
Aque, Ziij. 
S. Teaspoonful once in four hours. 
IK. Nitrate silver, gr. }. 
Ext. hyoscyamus, gr. j. 


three times daily. Other things as occasion re- 
quires. 
What more can I do for the case? Is there 
anything that will break up this morphia habit? 
E. W. Frispiz, M.D. 
East Springfield, Otsego co., N. Y., 
March 20, 1869. 





Curious Route of a Pin. 
Epitors MeptcaL anp SurGicaL REPoRTER: 

I send you a brief account of a case which 
may be interesting to the readers of the Reror- 
TER, 

Mr. W , of this place, felt a rather acute 
pain in his abdomen, in the umbilical region, 
about seven months ago, which continued at in- 
tervals for several months, gradually becoming 
lower until he felt it in the region of the blad- 
der, but still not severe enough to seek medical 
advice, About a month ago he felt it in his 
penis, occasionally interfering with micturition, 





sometimes stopping the flow of urine for a mo- P| 


ment. A few evenings since he felt it in the 
head of his penis, and upon examining, he found 
the point of a pin emerging from the urethra 
about half an inch. Upon extracting it, he was 
astonished and frightened to find an ordinary 
brass, solid-headed pin, a little bent. Ile must 
have swallowed it, although he does not remem- 
her to have done so. The course of the pin was 
a very strange one, and it is certainly a very 
remarkable case. 
D. C, Hurrman, M. D. 
Port Byron, Ill., March 19, 1869. 





Removal of Pebble from the Ear. 
Eprtors Meptcat ano SurGicaL Reporrer: 

F. A., wt. 5 years; was presented by his 
mother, who stated that while playing he had 
inserted a pebble in his ear, which could be 
plainly seen at the time, but had been pushed in 
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more deeply by attempts to remove it, made by 

herself and other members of the family. The 
child complained of pain in the ear, and seemed 
quite peevish. On examination, I found the 
auditory canal swollen, and the surface covered 
with dried blood. A syringe full of tepid water 
gently applied removed this, when there was 
seen resting deep down in the canal a foreign 
body, white and hard, and easily recognized. 
Chloroform was given, and the plan suggested by 
JonaTHan Hutcuison, F. R. C. 8., in such cases 
adopted for its removal. 

After a little gentle manipulation, the loop of 
fine silver wire passed over the body, and by 
gentle traction the pebble was removed without 
difficulty. The ear was. filled with warm water, 
which was allowed to remain for several minutes, 
and then permitted to flow out. In two days all 
pain and swelling had disappeared. The pebble 
$ras ovoid, and completely filled up the meatus. 


It weighs four grains. 
James Coiuins, M.D. 


Philadelphia, March 1869. 





Ergot of Kye in Neuralgia, 
Epitors Men. anp Sura. RePorter: 

Case 1. Tic Douleureux. Mrs. M., aged 28, 
was attacked Nov. 24, 1868, with tic of a very 
severe nature, on left side of face, extending 
down the neck. Catamenia had not made ap- 
pearance for two months. Ordered her to take 
infusi ergote, a tablespoonful every hour. The 
pain began to abate before the elapse of four 
hours, and at the end of eight, all pain had dis- 
appeared. Catamenia appeared at proper time, 
and since she has had no symptoms of neuralgia. 

Case 2. Tic. Was called to see Mrs. II., half a 

‘mile in the country. Found her suffering exten- 
sively from pain in the region of inferior dental 
nerve, extending down into shoulder and arm 
Administered infusion of ergot in tablespoonful 
doses at intervals of an hour. Relief partial at 
end of four hours, complete at end of twelve. 

Case 3. Mrs. D., age about 35; attacked Jan. 
4th, 1869, with tic in left side of face, extending 
@woward and upward into the the temple. Ad- 
ministered ergot as in above cases, with similar 
results, 


So far we have used ergot of rye in no case of 
neuralgia where it has not had the desired effect. 
It was suggested to us by an article in your ex 
cellent journal of Nov. 7th, 1868. We report 
these cases, thinking that such statements may 
induce others of the profession to more tho- 
roughly test the remedy. 

Durrietp & Pickens, 
Physicians and Surgeons. 
Bowling Green, Ind. 
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Curious Anomaly. 
Eprrors Mep. anp Sura. Rerorter: 

We take the liberty of transmitting to your 
valuable journal the history of a singular anom- 
aly. 

In the year 1861, Mrs. K., living near this 
place, was delivered of what seemed to be at that 
time, a healthy, yet very small male child, weigh- 
ing but five pounds. It is now eight years of age, 
and weighs but eight Ibs., having grown none at 
all for four years. Has never been sick; eats as 
much as a healthy boy of fourteen; but what is 
most strange, he has an operation of the bowela 
only once every three weeks, and passes urine 
about every third day. 

It has about the same use of its limbs as a 
child three months old, and appears about the 
same. The parents of the boy are of medium 
size, and healthy in every respect. Something is 
suggested to our minds which consumes the food 
it eats, besides its own system. Upon examina- 
tion we find symptoms of tenia. 

Durrietp & Pickens, 
Physicians and Surgeons. 
Bowling Green, Ind. 
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An Insane Man Kills his Wife and Four 
Childten. 

Curcaco, April 7.—A special despatch from St. 
Paul says, that last night, at a place eight miles 
from that city, in Washingtor county, a horrible 
tragedy was enacted. A man, named Gray, killed 
his wife and four children with an axe, mangling 
them ina shocking manner. He afterward cut 
all their throats. 

They were all fourid lying near each other, in 
pools of blood, presenting a most sickening spec- 
tacle. Gray is insane. Ile was arrested, and is 
now in jail at St. Paul, 

We could burden every number of the Reror- 
TER with such records as the above, and yet some 
of our newspapers strive to create a false senti- 
ment in the community, which makes it Cifficult 
to place insane persons ender proper restraint. 
A physician who gives a certificate of insanity 
is liable to the charges of bribery and conspiracy 
by irresponsible writers in the newspapers. 





Mania a Potu in the Negro, 

An interesting fact asserted by Dr. Henry 
Yate Sura, the physician of the Philadelphia 
County Prison, is, that during all his long and 
extended experience in the treatment of cases of 
mania-a@-potu (twelve years of which he has been 
a physician of the prison), he never yet has seen 
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fact was asserted by the Doctor many years since, 
and he has stated recently that he had seen no 
cause to change his opinion in that respect. 





Tennessee State Medical Society. 
Officers for coming year: 
President.—J. F, Grant. 
Vice-Presidents.—Frank Ramsey, S. P. Craw- 
ForD, Witt1amM NICHOL. 
Secretary and Treasurer.—J. D. Purinker. 
Corresponding Secretary.—Daniet Du Pvf. 








Dr. James M. Stewart, one of the oldest 
citizens of Indiana, Pa., died in that borough on 
the 26th ult., in the seventy-eighth year of his 
age. In the winter of 1831-2, Dr. Srewarr was 
a member of the Pennsylvania Legislature, but, 
we are informed, “remained only a part of the 
session, when, completely disgusted with the po- 
sition, he asked leave of absence, and returned 
to his practice.” Sensible man! 

—— Quite an excitement was created in Pa- 
ducah, Ky., by the discovery that a physician 
. had a body of a negro in an outhouse, which he 
had procured for dissection; 
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[ Notices inserted in this column gratia, and are solicited 
from all narts of the country; Obituary Notices and Resolu- 
tions of Societies at ten cents per line, ten words to the line.| 


MARRIED. 


Eaxtn—Roprixson.—March 25th, by Rev. Wm. Glenn, 
Dr. Fletcher RK. Eakin, of Wheelereburg, Scioto co.. Nhio, 
and Miss Mary A. Robinson, of Addison towaship, Gallia 
co., Ohio. 

Girrin—Cornurn.—tn Glover, Vermont, March 7th, 
Dr. C. M. Giffia, of Hardwick, and Fannie J. Colburn, of 
Barton, Vt. 

Porter—McArer.—Feb. 22d, by the Rev. J. W. Hamil- 
ton, J. H. Porter, M.D., of Green co., and Miss Hannah 
McAfee, of Washington co., Pa. 

Sanps—Beck.—April 8th, at Trinity Chapel, New York, 
by the Rev. Samuel Cooke, D.D., Philip J. Sands and 
Elizabeth M., daughter of the late Dr. John B. Beck. 

Saita—Syxk es.—On the 14th of March, 1869, by Rev. Joel 
Foster, Dr. Quintius C. Smith, late of Tenn., and Mis« 
Mary, daughter of Henry and Nancy Sykes, of Stoddard 
co., Mo. 

- 
DIED. 


Burr.—Tn Westport, Conp., March 17tb, David Burr, 
M. D., in the 83d year of his age. 

Hoacuayp.—March 19th, at Des Moiner, Iowa, very 
suddenly, of apoplexy, Dr. (. C. Hongland. He was a 
—- of Rutger’s College, and of New Haven Medical 

chool. 

Sarcent.—In this city, on April 34, Samuel B. Sargent, 
son of Dr. W. Sargent, aged 20 years. 

Smrra.—March 20th, in New York, Emilie Berg, wife of 
Hanbury Smith, M.D., born in Stockholm, Sweden, Oc- 
tober 2lst, 1809. 


Sprina.—At his residence in New York, April 8tb, after | A 


a short illness, Samuel § , M.D., eldest 
Rev. Gardner Spring, Dz D. ‘cast 62 gears. ca 2s ha 
Srrvens.—On Tuesday, March 30, at his late residence 
No. 58 West Forty-ninth st., Alexander H. Stevene, M.D., 
in the 80th year of his age. Obituary next week. 
Wartson.—March 24, at Donegal, Lancast +» Pa., Da- 
vid R. Watson, M. D., aged 23 years. litte nai 
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DPE 


OBITUARY. 


Dr. Robley Dunglison. 


At a meeting of the Alumni and Students of the Jeffer- 
son Medical College, held at the College building, Friday, 
April 9th, 1869, Dr. W. W. Keen in the chair, and Dr. T. 
H. Anprews, Acting Secretary, the following preamble 
and resolutions were adopted. 

Whereas, We huve heard, with profound regre', of the 
death of Professor Rostey Dunawison. our former in- 
structor, and Emeritus Professor in this institution; 
therefore be it 

Resolved, That in the death of Professor Dunciisoy 
we mourn the loss of one who, by his great learning an 
indefatigable industry, contributed largely to the ad- 
vancement of the science of medicine, and to the success 
and distinction of the institution with which he was long 
ond honorably connected as Professor and administrative 
officer. 

Resolved, That, distinguished alike for his amiable 
qualities of heart and integrity of purpose, we ever found 
in him a kind friend and wise counsellor. 

Resolved, That. we tender to the bereaved family our 
deepest sympathies in the great loss they have sustained. 

Resolved That these resolutions be publishei in the 

apers and medical journals of this city, and that a copy 

e transmitted to the familv. 
8S. Werr Mitcae.s, M.D., 
Chairman of Committee. 
—-—— 


QUERIES AND REPLIES. 


Dr. W., of N. ¥Y.—" A few days since, the friends of a 
oe of mine becoming impatient during a caze of |a- 
or, insisted on a consultation. It was had. Another 
consulting physician being at the bedside of the patient 
after it was decided to apply the forceps, I remarked cur- 
sorily to him, ‘ Doctor, will you, or shall I apply these?” 
holding out the forceps. Without making any reply, he 
received them from my hands, apeted them, delivered 
the woman, and within thirty-six hours my services were 
no longer needed. My pasting the forceps was simply 
an act of courtesy, which I fully expected him to acknow- 
ledge and decline in my favor. But in place of this, he 
received and applied them, and I was dismissed, Cape 
tient’s friends stating tome at the time, that sheand they 
had lost confidence through this act alone, Who was 
right? Or, rather, did I err in this little civility? Or was 
he wrong in not declining in mv favor when the question 


was put in the manner stated ?”’ 


It would have been certainly more courteous in the 
pbysician to have asked you if you did not prefer to 
apply the forceps—but you should not have made the offer 
unless you were sincere in it. His conduet was not en- 
tirely polite, nor yours entirely candid. 


Dr. W. C. W., of Ark.— What is the most condensed 


work on Surgery?” The last London edition of Druitt’s 4 


Surgery is the book for you. 

Dr. J. H. P., of Del.—We should be pleased to receive 
a report of the case. 

Dr. S. M.8., of Pa—We shall send you Hooker on Ho- 
mceopathy, if we can find it. Dr. Hooker presents this 
point very neatly. 

Dr. E. A. 0., of O-—We can send you, by mail, a col- 
peurynter for 50 cents, post-paid. 















































METEOROLOGY. 
March, | 29,/ 30, | 31./a.1, 2, | 3, | a 
Wind -eeveseeeees N.W.N. W.| N. EIN. W.N 
\Cl’dy.|Cl’dy.|Clear. Clear.|Cl’dy.|Clear.|Cl’dy 
Weather....< |Rain. High Rain Snow: 
wind. lequal- 
Depth Rain..1 6 10 | ly. 
Thermometer. 
Minimum......| 39° | 37° | 40° | 31° | g2° | 35° | 28° 
t8, A. M..... 47 50 48 40 45 43 38 
Bt 12, Bi -ccee.. 47 60 52 53 50 47 42 
At3, P.M....| 47 | 62 |50 |53 |52 |50_ | 41 
Mean...... eoseee 45. | 52.25! 47.50) 44.25| 44.75] 43.75] 37.25 
Borometer. 
At 12, M........' 29.5 | 29.8 | 29.9 | 29.9 © 29.9 | 30. 30. 





Germantown, Pa. B. J. Lespou. 
oe eee 




















